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Eikherg Recounts . ' 



Mr. 



Ellsberg, who said he j send Lady Bird and Linda to 


had access to the study before 
Mr.' McNamara did, said one 
reason it had been held so close- 
ly by the Pentagon’s joint mili- 
tary staff was that “there was 
a great deal of dirty linen in it,” 


LV AtJ„ c ‘ -jir.T ^ a gum. aeai or dirty linen in it 1 

Ex-Aide Says Military Secretly Recorded aa well as the fact that Mr 

Secietaiy s 1964 Calls lo Pacific Command 


Lafayette Park at 3 in the mom- 


ma. 


a* 

In another development relat- 
ing to the controversial Penta- 
gon study, Mr. McNamara, now 
president of the World Bank, 
.broke bis silence by releasing a 
(letter that described his motive 


By PHILIP POTTER 
Vathlnghm Bureau 0 / 77te Sun 

Washington, July 9-Danicl 
Ellsberg, the former Pentagon 
official charged with illegal 
possession of top-secret docu- 
ments on the Vietnam War, said 
today the military concealed 


their information 
uncertainty as to 
happened.” 

strikes against North Vietnam- He said Mr. McNamara's 

SvS&m&t# r RTL‘°c ** su ' dy 

sue the Vietnam war. f ,^ c ^ on S ress when he 

Both Mr. McNamara and Dean ™ earn ^ in had been 
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McNamara’s talks with Admiral! ' for ordering it made. 

Sharp “were revealing about ^ ie ^ e ^ cr ’ hom a 
” ■ ‘ ' " anc | their ‘ de[onse department analyst, 

what 


j — mi. etna uean v wuch 

from" rtnhpri 9 i Ru ^ k ’ the Secrctar y of State, cxcused b y Mr - McNamara on 

It had tS ^ tho resolution > which grounds it did not tell the whole! 

the Vietnam war. % \l S 0 ffi N {“A f T% Sen J ^rmed.ns it did in regard' 

. When Mr. McNamara learned I former ^S^nato? ErSt SnmnlnJ the Ton . Mn Gl,If 1 

in 1963 of the 1 taping by reading (D Ala'kal V First Reading 

a MSS sturfv mad* , u ” A!a r'. ka) ; and passed the At a Fe5ruarv 2 n inu- 

* T“‘ d ’“ cat - , S the rabrtthi 

Them^Ta 0 ' 61 ' A , <la ? committee, when Mr. Me- 
r • f i' 5 , su . d £’ made for tlle Eamara was pressed for com- 
Joint Chiefs of s taff by a weap- ment on the contents of the 

’ana fkf ® §roup stud >’> he said he had net read 
.and obtained by tne New York all of it and added "I first 

IZVmfl’CS » f ,»» A.- 'learned of], a “‘days 'S 
oust 1^196-,, tciepiione talk bo* when you asked for it.” 


_ ift ,_ , , \ n J , ana u, 

Chiefs '" Uh “ l dls “>- 

versiai 1984 Tonkin Gulf inci- 
ident, Dr. Ellsberg said, the 
former Defense Secretary was 
■“reluctant” to release the 
study. 

“McNamara’s testimony at, 
the time [August G, 1964, before' 


mutual u, iyot, Heroic 7 1 wir uu- wuen yt, 

the Senate .Foreign Relations | , en a ' Ir - McNamara and Adm. Dr E 
Committee in behalf of the Ton- ■ U,S - Grant Sharp, the Pacific eoisode 
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Ellsberg said he cited the 


the 

Committee in bcnalf of the Ton- wa . ,il sna - r P. t«e Pacific episode as evident of what 
kin Gulf resolution sought byi commandcr - i' 1 which the de- ------ ■ 01 uilat 

President Johnson! had been! fense secretary learned that he called " the multiple bar- 
quite misleading and that I think ! dl ® re vvas confusion over wheth- riers” 'within the government 
jwas why he was reluctant to! er a second attack on the de- to a free exchange of informa- 


let that [19651 study go out,” Dr 
Ellsberg said. 

1968 Testimony 
Dr. Ellsberg was alluding to 
appearances by Mr. McNamara 


strovers had actually taken tion. 

P He\as assured in a later Wk t f ? a,d - tha t t | vhen h * 
with. Admiral Sharp that the ad" !? leak secrct documents to t,ie 
uy mr. ivic:Namara' n ^ ra ^ was satisfied on the basis '^ ew ^ ork Limes and other 
before the Senate Foreign Re-j or * information from the task [newspapers, “I frankly expect- 
lations Committee headed bv ! S r0U P commander of- the two de- led to spend-tlie rest of my life 
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'Senator J. William Fulbrisht 


(D., Ark.), during Us 1963 in- 
vestigation of. the Tonkin Gulf 
affair. Mr. Fulbright had ac- 
cused the defense secretary of 
suppressing in his 1964 plea for 
passage of the resolution data 


stroyers that the attack was gen- 


uine. The study stated that the 
Pentagon had other confirming 
evidence, including intercepted 
radio messages from North Viet- 
nam, saying that their vessels 
were engaging destroyers and 


indicating the Navy had doubts i^at two of their torpedo boats 
about North Vietnam’s attack | aad been sunk 
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August i of that year against! Hr. Ellsberg, at a breakfast 


two American destroyers in the 
Gulf of Tonkin. 

President Johnson had seized 
the occasion of this attack, pur- 
portedly the second in two days 
by North Vietnamese torpedo 


meeting' with a group of report 
ers here today, said the 19G5 
study had been “deliberately 
| held” from the secretary when 
lit was- made, because “they did 
not want tire secretary to know 


gulf, to 


in prison 

He still expects a long stay 
there, he said, although his law- 
yers now question whether he 
can be convicted under existing 
law .because his intent was not! 
to harm the nation but the “op-: 
posite.” - - ; 

“Showed More Sense” 

In the course of his discussion 1 
with reporters, Dr. Ellsberg said, 
he felt that “President Johnson! 
showed more sense than any of! 
his advisers” in his attitude on' 
the war. 

Dr. Ellsberg illustrated this 

)by relating that he had been 

1 1 andei s in v/hicn the iPeu-jtoid by an observer at a White 
tagonl scrambler lines 
been used. 

.The study, he said, inclu 
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r ords of the Centr.it Tnf 0 m„„. 


from a former 

defense 

had ^ ,aurencc L- Lejere, related part 
';Of a conversation with Mr. Mc- 
Namara on July 20, 19G3, in 
■which the secretary explained 
what he had in mind. 

It represented Mr. McNamara 
as having “commented that a 
thorough critique on. Vietnam 
probably would do more to re- 
veal the weakness of the na- 
tional security process than al- 
most anything that could be 
undertaken.” 

Mr. McNamara was repre- 
sented as having said he would 
jrule out participation in the cri- 
tique by anyone who. had been 
;in a position of responsibility 
or who vvas in a position to in- 
fluence its findings, but added 
“it would be all right to use me 
as a source of information.’ 

He disclosed that he had al- 
ready made (in 1967) arrange- 
ments for the collection “of data 
and records that would make 
| such a postmortem feasible.” 

Those remarks, Mr. Lejere 
wrote that Mr. McNamara, 
[seemed to define the objective 
of the enterprise as “a data col- 
. lectio n fo r future use in the writ- 
ing of a definitive postmortem.” 

Mr. McNamara has declined 
comment on the timing of the 
[unauthorized release of the docu- 
ments, including lengthy analy- 
ses by anonymous participants 
in the study, but reportedly al- 
ways intended that it become 
[public property at a time when 
it could be used productively 
and positively. 


boats on U.S. destroyers in tlis i they had complete lanes of Ids 
launch; retaliatory . air i. telephone talks with' overseas it 


had 
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House meeting where Mr. John-1 
son was being pressed to send, 

[ships into the Tonkin Gulf to ! 
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e sea?’ Lie President had re- 
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I want, but that don’t mean I 



